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       Trading Post Hours

            

                                    

                  8:30 – 4:30 Monday – Friday

Website – www.Buckskin.org                                    





  E-mail – information@Buckskin.org                    



 
As most of you know Carleton Starr is retiring as of December 31, 2008.   Carleton has been a dedicated employee of the Boy Scouts of America for over 21 years.   He started as a Paraprofessional in 1987 with the Chief Cornstalk Council.  He is now the Program Director at the Buckskin Council.   Carleton has been married to his wife Minnie for 25 years.  He has two daughters, Kimberly and Caroline and three Grandchildren Brittany, Grace and Riley.  Carleton exemplifies dedication to his profession, it’s volunteers and our youth.  He has gone beyond the expectations set forth by the Boy Scouts of America.  Carleton has participated in many Council, District and Unit activities, and also has provided guidance to the OA as their Staff Advisor.  The success of PowWow, Merit Badge College and Boy Scout Summer Camp can be credited to his leadership and his support to our Scouting volunteers.  To those who know him we call him friend because he has treated us as family.  To those of you who have not had the opportunity to meet him you will hear his name a lot; spoken with admiration and respect.  Carleton the man and also the professional will be greatly missed by staff, volunteers and Scouts.  He is not only a great leader but also our friend and to many of us extended family.
In honor of Carleton we are having a retirement reception at the Scout Service Center on January 3, 2009 from 4:00pm – 6:00pm.  All staff, volunteers & friends and family are invited and encourage to come out and wish Carleton the best. 

Also if anyone wishes to say a few words about Carleton in his 21 years of scouting, please email and send them to mnipps@bsamail.org or mail them to the Scout Service Center and they will appear in the next courier and Carleton will be given a copy of them as well.
Council/District Training News

Cub Scout BALOO Training (Required Training)—The pack leaders in charge of an overnighter must complete Basic Adult Leader Orientation (BALOO) training prior to any pack overnight.

The Council Merit Badge College will be held at West Virginia TECH University in Montgomery, West Virginia on February 21, 2009.                         
	New Cub Leader Training


	New Boy Scout Leader Training
	New Venture Leader Training

	  1/10/09 Putnam Co. (Specific)

  1/10/09 Putnam Co.    (NLE)

  2/19/09 Wilderness Charter Renewal 

                Training

  3/24/09 Kanawha Co. (NLE)

  3/28/09 Kanawha Co. (NLE)

  3/28/09 Kanawha Co. Cub Scout, Boy 

               Scout (Specific)

  4/14/09 Wilderness (NLE)

  4/17-19/09  Commissioners College

                      Cedar Lakes—Ripley, WV

  5/2/09  Putnam Co. (NLE)

  5/2/09  Putnam Co. (Specific)

  9/22/09 Kanawha Co. (NLE)

  9/26/09 Kanawha Co. (Specific)

10/10/09 Council Pow Wow Training

                (WVU TECH UNIVERSITY)

10/17/09 Kanawha Co. (NLE)

10/20/09 Kanawha Co. (NLE)

10/20/09 Kanawha Co. (Specific)
11/14/09 Mt. Dominion (NLE)

  
	  4/17-19/09   Mt. Dominion (Boy Scout 

                      Outdoor Leader Training)

  5/22-23/09   Logan Co. (Intro. To Outdoor

                       Leader Skills Training)

  5/22-23/09   Logan Co. (Webelos Outdoor

                       Leader Training

  5/22-23/09   Logan Co. (BALOO Training)

  9/26/09        Logan Co. (Boy Scout Specific

                       Training)

  9/26/09        Logan Co. (Venture Leader

                      Specific Training)

  9/26/09        Logan Co. (Intro. To Outdoor

                       Leader Skills Training)

  11/14/09      Mt. Dominion (Boy Scout 

                       Leader Specific Training)

  11/20-21/09 Logan Co. (Intro. To Outdoor

                       Leader Skills Tng.)

  11/20-21/09 Logan Co. (Webelos Outdoor

                       Leader Training)

   11/20-21/09 Logan Co. (BALOO) Training


	  3/28/09 Kanawha

  Co. (Specific)


Please call the Scout Service Center or your District Executive for times and location.

Scout Shop Saturday Hours
Well it’s that time Again! Getting your scout geared up for the fall season.  Recruiting is underway and popcorn sales are starting up, Fall camporee’s and cub events are being planned. Whew!  It is a busy time for everyone.  We just wanted to extend a great big welcome back after a great summer of scouting fun and to let all the Scout Leaders and parents know we are ready to help with your purchases.  Also to those who can’t make it to the Scout Shop to let you know that we can ship orders to you with a Visa or Mastercard.  

Scout Shop Hours

Monday – Friday 8:30 – 4:30

The Scout Shop is Open One Saturday a Month from 9:00 – 1:00

October 18th 


        November 15th
 December 13th 


        January 10th  (QPO Meeting)

 February 14th 


       March 14th
April 4th (QPO Meeting)

       May 9th (last Sat. till Fall)
                  Congratulations you did it!!!
Thank you for all of the hard work and time that you have put into this I would like take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you on the hard work that you have done.  This year we as a council have increased our popcorn sale this year by 30%.  This could not have been accomplished without your help and your perseverance in getting out and promoting the popcorn sale.  Also, we would like to extend a thank you to all of the scouts that participated and achieving their unit’s goal as well as their personal goals.
President:
     Art King
 
345-1398
Commissioner:
     Phil Gaarenstroom
747-5802
Scout Executive:
    Jeffrey L. Purdy
340-3663

VP Administration:  Frank Jorgensen 
872-5040
VP Membership:
     Eric Tyson 

767-6880
VP Finance 
     Allan McVey

346-0806

VP Program:
    Glenn Harrison 
276-964-9109
VP Dist. Ops.
     Steve McGowan
353-8114
Treasurer:
     Larry Hudson

388-7629
Legal Counsel:
    John Teare, Jr.  
347-1424
MESSAGE FROM THE SCOUT EXECUTIVE
Holiday Greetings Scouters!
The twelfth point of the Scout Law is “a Scout is Reverent”, and fast approaching is that very special time of year, the holiday season. With all of the hustle and bustle, the true meaning of the season sometimes gets lost in the marketing and celebrations. Let’s try to remind our Scouts about the true meaning and purpose of the season, so that they may fully appreciate this wonderful time of year.

This time of year also marks another important event. Unit rechartering is rapidly approaching, and recharter packets should be available soon. This year we will have Internet Rechartering as an option for your unit. Look for further details in the Courier. 

Happy Holidays to you and yours,

Jeffrey L. Purdy

Scout Executive
SNAIL MAIL OR EMAIL 

We are now mailing out the courier snail mail again.  We are also going to email it to those of you who wish to receive it that way.   If you would like to receive it via email please call the Scout Service Center or send an email to mnipps@bsamail.org to get put on the email list.
BUCKSKIN SCOUT RESERVATION BRONZE MEMORIAL PLAQUES

The Buckskin Council is making it possible for you to pay tribute to a loved one.   If you would like to purchase a bronze plaque to be placed behind the alter of the Chapel at Buckskin Scout Reservation in memory of a loved one, you can do so for $250.00.  Please make your checks out to the Buckskin Council, Boy Scouts of America and print the individuals name the way you want it.  A bronze plaque will be ordered and placed at the chapel in a ceremony at camp.
CHRISTMAS DINNER DANCE
The Buckskin Council and The Charleston Moose have come together again for our annual Dinner Dance.  It will be on Tuesday December 16, 2008, at The Charleston Moose #1444. The honorary chair is going to be Governor and Mrs. Manchin.

Doors open at 5:00pm and dinner starts at 6:00pm.  There will be a DJ from 7:00pm to 10:00pm.  Dinner will be Prime Rib.  The cost is $150 per couple or $450.00 for a table of 6.  Send checks to the Buckskin Council 2829 Kanawha Blvd. E. Charleston, WV 25311.  Make checks payable to the Charleston Moose.
CHRISTMAS DANCE REGISTRATION

Names_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________

Phone # ___________________________________________

$150 per couple__________   $450 per table of 6__________
COUNCIL RECOGNITION DINNER 

Without the many contributions of adult volunteers, the Boy Scouts of America program could not exist.  Mark your calendars and please join us on Saturday, February 7, 2009, at 6:17 p.m. to recognize the accomplishments of our unit leaders, Eagle Scouts, and Silver Beavers for the year 2008.  The recognition dinner will be held at Columbia Gas Transmission headquarters in Charleston, WV.  Please fill out the registration form below and send to the Buckskin Council, BSA, 2829 Kanawha Blvd., E. , Charleston, WV 25311.  The pre-registration cost is $15.00 per person if paid by January 30, 2009.  The cost after January 30, 2009 will be $20.00 per person.  Sign up early to get the discount.
	COUNCIL RECOGNITION DINNER

Where:   Columbia Gas Transmission   When:    February 7, 2009

Time:      6:17 p.m.                                    Cost:  ($15.00 Per Person)
                                                                    After January 30, 2009                                                          
                                                                           ($20.00 Per Person)
For: All Silver Beaverss, All Eagle Scouts, All Classes, All Unit Leaders, and all Unit Volunteers

Example:  Unit#     Position               Name                                     Amount

               Pack 1    Den Leader        Bill Smith                   $15.00

                ______   _________        ______________         ________
                ______   _________        ______________          ________

                ______   _________        ______________          ________
                 ______   _________       ______________          ________

                 ______   _________       ______________          ________

                 ______   _________       ______________          ________

2008 Eagle Scouts and Silver Beaver recipients attend for free.  In order to keep costs down, sponsorships are needed.  Please consider sending in an additional check to sponsor one or more of these deserving people.

                 Enclosed for Sponsorship-----------------$___________

Please send in your registration ASAP for proper head count.


Q.P.O. AT THE TAMARACK 
The January 10th Quality Program Operations meeting will be held at the Tamarack, exit 45 on Interstate 77 in Beckley, WV, from 10:00 am until 3:00pm.

Come early (our room will be ready at 9:00 am) we have the Greenbrier chefs making our breakfast for fast food prices.  

Stay late, browse the crafts, arts, and have pan seared mountain brook trout almandine with fresh peach cobbler.  

The room (for 100 persons) and setup costs $200.00.  So, we are asking a $5.00 donation per participant to cover the expenses.  Spend $5.00 on a room, save $20.00 on gas, and dine at the Greenbrier for one third of the cost. 

We are planning our program for 2009.  We need your fill Key Three, membership chairs, advancement chairs, venture leaders, and youth officers, day camp planners, and camping committee.  Come to Tamarack, save time, save gas, gain knowledge, gain weight, and help make Buckskin Brand be the best in Scouting.     
SILVER BEAVER CANDIDATE NOMINATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED

The Buckskin Council is now accepting nominations for the Silver Beaver Award.  The award is given to recognize Scouter’s who have exemplified the ideals of Scouting  both in and out of the Scouting circle.  The Silver Beaver Award is a National Award and the highest award that can be presented to a volunteer on a council level and one of the most distinguished forms of recognition in Scouting.  If you know of someone who you feel is worthy, fill out the nomination form enclosed in this newsletter.  The Silver Beaver selection committee will be meeting in December to make selections for 2008.  All nominations are due by November 30, 2008 and should be addressed to:  Silver Beaver Committee, c/o Buckskin Council, BSA, 2829  Kanawha Blvd., E., Charleston, WV 25311.

THE PROPERTIES CORNER

“The Properties Committee”

This is the first article of a new column in the Courier called the Properties Corner.  It is designed to cover a broad range of topics related to the property of the Buckskin Council.  In this article we will discuss the Properties Committee.  The Properties Committee is one you may hear a lot about, but may not know what it is supposed to do.  

The Properties Committee is a committee of the Executive Board of the Buckskin Council.  Its purpose is to oversee and participate in the management of the various properties of the council and to report to the Executive Board.  By participate, we mean getting your hands dirty!!

So what do we mean when we say “property”?  A council owns many things; they have camps, buildings, and equipment, but a council may also own undeveloped land and natural resources.  It is the mission of the committee to insure that we are good stewards of our properties and that those properties are used efficiently to support the operations and programs of the council.

The Properties Committee oversees new construction, repairs and maintenance, and acquisition of equipment such as tractors, mowers, or camp vehicles.  The committee manages certain program facilities such as pools, lakes, etc.  They also recommend policy and regulations related to property use, fishing and hunting, firewood use, etc.  They are also responsible for managing the natural resources of the council such as timber management, oil and gas leases and drilling, water management, and fish and wildlife management.  However, the Properties Committee does not work in a vacuum.  It is vital that the committee work in conjunction with the program committees of the council to insure that its actions are in line with the overall mission of the council and its programs.  A proactive rather than a reactive committee, Properties actively participates in both short and long-term planning activities of the council.

The Properties Committee consists of volunteers and professional staff dedicated to fulfilling the committee’s mission.  Members are recruited that have expertise in the various aspects of property management.  The Committee should have members that understand:

Construction and Maintenance

Electrical and Plumbing

Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning

Preventive Maintenance

Mechanical Equipment

Water Quality and Treatment

Sewage Treatment

Timber Management

Oil, Gas, Mineral, and other natural resource management

Fish and Wildlife Management

The Buckskin Council Properties Committee is currently looking for volunteers who would be willing to serve on the committee.  A downloadable position description for Properties has been placed on the Buckskin Council website and can be accessed at http://www.buckskin.org/Council/Camps/Properties.htm.  If you have experience or a strong interest in any of the areas mentioned above please contact the Scout Service Center with your name, area, and contact information or come to a Properties Committee meeting.  The committee meets at the Scout Service Center on the first Wednesday of every other month at 6:00 pm.  The next scheduled meeting is November 5th, 2008. 

PHILMONT 2010
The Buckskin Council is accepting applications for the Philmont 2010 Council Contingent.  There will be one crew going from the Buckskin Council in 2010 with a maximum of 12 scouts and scouters.  Those picked for the contingent will make final plans in regard to trip, travel, and itinerary.  The total cost is estimated around $1500.00 per person.    This is a once in a lifetime opportunity for most scouts.  To reserve one of the spots for Philmont 2010, please send a $100.00 (non-refundable) deposit to the Scout Service Center.  For more information, please call the Scout Service Center at 304-340-3663 or 1-800-272-6880.
2010 Philmont Registration

Name:_________________________   District:____________

Address:___________________________________________

Age:_________ Telephone:____________________________

Deposit Enclosed:_____________

Troop #:__________Rank:________________________

OA WINTER BANQUET

The Order of the Arrow Winter Banquet will be held at Columbia Gas Transmission Headquarters in Charleston, West Virginia on Saturday, January 3, 2009.  Registration will start at 10:00 a.m. with the event starting at 12:00 noon.  All OA members and their families are invited to attend.  The pre-registration cost will be $15.00 per person, if paid by December 26, 2008.  The cost after December 26, 2008 will be $20.00 per person.  If you are pre-registered by December 26, 2008, you will receive an OA patch as part of the fee.  Don’t delay -- sign up today.  If you are a member of the OA you need to be in attendance.  Please send the following dinner reservations with a check to the Buckskin Council, BSA , 2829 Kanawha Blvd., E., Charleston, WV  25311.

	OA WINTER BANQUET

Date:  January 3, 2009              Time: 10:00 a.m. Registration

Place: Columbia Gas Transmission

Name:________________________ Number of people attending__________

Amount Due: $15.00 x_______=$_________ By December26, 2008 (Includes Patch)

Amount Due: $20.00 x_______=$_________ After December 26, 2008


FLORIDA SEA BASE SEA EXPLORING ADVENTURE
The Buckskin Council will be sending a council contingent to the Florida Sea Base for a Sea Exploring Adventure on an 85 foot Tall Ship.  The crew will consist of between 18 to 20 youth and adults.  During the week-long odyssey you will snorkel several reefs as you sail among the fabulous Florida Keys.  Along the way you will troll for mackerel, barracuda and mahi-mahi.  Among the highlights of your adventure is sailing to a small archipelago of islands, fishing, snorkeling and maybe each catching some lobster.  You will be pitching in with the sailing, cooking, on-board navigation, star study, and lots of snorkeling and fishing.  If you are up to the challenge, this is the adventure for you.  All participants must be 14 years of age by September 1st. 2009.  The dates for the Florida Keys Tall Ship adventure are from July 20, 2009 to July 27, 2009.  Tim Wallace will be the contingent leader for the Buckskin Council.  The total fee is $1500.00 per person.  If you are interested in attend this great adventure, please send in your $100.00 (non-refundable) deposit as soon as possible.  We have around 3 slots remaining to fill the contingent.

Florida Sea Base Sea Exploring Adventure

July 20-27, 2009

Name:_______________________    Unit #:_____________

Address:__________________________________________
Age:________         Telephone #:_______________________

Deposit Enclosed:_______________
GOOD SEARCH FOR AMERICA

What if Buckskin Council could earned a penny every time you searched the Internet? Or how about if a percentage of every purchase you made online went to support our cause? Well, now you can! GoodSearch.com is a new Yahoo-powered search engine that donates half its advertising revenue, about a penny per search, to the charities its users designate. Use it just
as you would any search engine, get quality search results from Yahoo, and watch the donations add up!  GoodShop.com is a new online shopping mall which will also donates up to 37
percent of each purchase to Buckskin Council! Hundreds of great stores including Amazon, Target, Gap, Best Buy, ebay, Macy's and Barnes & Noble have teamed up with GoodShop and every time you place an order, you'll be supporting Buckskin Council.
Just go to www.goodsearch.com and be sure to enter "Buckskin Council" as your charity selection then click on and "verify". "Boy Scouts of America - Buckskin Council (Charleston, WV)" should show up as your charity selection. Then proceed to search the Internet as you normally would.
The amount of money raised is up to you.  Thanks for your participation.

	



Serving: Putnam & Western Kanawha Counties
mkersey@bsamail.org 
District Chair

Jim Wells 
546-0633
District Commissioner
Susan McCracken  757-3874

District Executive
Mike Kersey
757-3935

Program Chair


Finance Chair

Calvin Damron 
561-8411
Membership Chair
Missy Weiford
757-0029
Training Chair

Rosann Brooks
757-8981

Advancement Chair
Debbie Slack
340-3663

Camping Chair

Mike Cross
760-1055

Activities Chair





Cub Roundtable

Antonio Ritter
549-0991

Scout Roundtable

Mark Newman
755-6935
December

4 – District Committee Meeting

5 – 2nd Sale Popcorn Orders Due at Council 

6 -   OA Lodge Meeting 

12 -   Popcorn Money Due At Council

18 -  Roundtable, St. Andrews United Methodist Church, 7:00 
18 -  Commissioner Staff Meeting, 6:15 pm, St. Andrews United Methodist Church

18 – 2nd Sale Popcorn Pick-up

21 – Council Ski Outing at Winterplace

31 – 2nd Sale Popcorn Money Due at Council

POPCORN 

As many of you are aware, Mike Kersey challenged our District to exceed our Popcorn Sales of last year.  If we as a District were able to accomplish this, he would dance in a grass skirt at the Leader’s Recognition Dinner. We are happy to announce that Mike Kersey will entertain all present at this dinner with doing the Hula in a grass skirt!  Congratulations Pioneer District for increasing our sales by a whopping 50%. Total sales figure at this time is $ 129,771.00.  Good Job Boys!  The proceeds from this sale will help your Unit with the best program possible. 

2nd SALE/POPCORN

Want more for Christmas..Orders for Popcorn are still being taken at the Council until December 5th.  Pick-up for this order will be December 18th with payment at the Council being due on December 31, 2008.  There is still time to earn that extra money for camp expenses, or that trip for the cubbies.  Popcorn from Boy Scouts makes a great Christmas gift for the employer or just between friends.  Remind your unit, it is still available for those reorders.
SCOUTING FOR FOOD

Scouts are making a difference. The Scouting For Food project is one of our Good Turn For America Projects.  Pioneer District has helped our Community Pantries and Sponsoring Organizations to date by collecting over 22,000 pieces of can goods with 525 Scouts, Parents and Leaders participating. Counts are still coming in.  At this time of year many are in need of additional help and depend on the Scouts.  We have not disappointed!  Some Units are still collecting can goods to provide that extra help and we are encouraging every Unit to work with your sponsoring organization to help meet their needs.

MERIT BADGE COLLEGE
Pioneer District partnered again this year with Putnam Career and Technical Center for Merit Badge College.  PC&TC is one of the best equipped schools in our state, with labs available in construction, auto mechanics, engineering, dentistry, food preparation, nursing, computers and art, just to name a few. The Merit Badge College was a huge success this year due to the efforts of the school, their staff and all the scout volunteers.  Everyone should be proud that they are part of the Council, which hosted this MBCollege.  We were able to serve 132 boys with Merit Badges that were fun and educational, train additional adult leaders and enjoy the culinary talents of the school.  The boys had a ball making toolboxes..impressions of teeth..computerized drawings, rotating tires..and so much more.  Total Count at the school 190.  WOW! A special Thank You to the Merit Badge Committee; Mike Cross, Elizabeth McCloud, Kenny McCloud, Dawn Morgan, Mike McCracken, Debby Slack and Bob Manley for their late nights and early mornings...again you were the driving forces that made MBC at Putnam Career & Technical Center so incredible that every hand was raised to come back next year! A special Thank You to Wayne Morris for providing adult training, and the many Merit Badge Counselors that made it fun for the boys.

WINTER CAMPOREE
At the time of this writing, (November 15) plans are incomplete for the Boy Scout Winter Camporee.  Surveys are being sent to Boy Scout Units on where they would like to see the camporee held this year.  Troop 236 is the sponsoring unit and they have some great ideas on activities and will be sharing them thru the district at December Roundtable.  If your troop has a particular location in mind, please share this with the troop or contact the Camping Chair, Mike Cross at 760-1055.  Get those sleds ready

ROUNDTABLE/ LEADERSSHIP

Roundtable for Pioneer District is the third Thursday of each month at St. Andrews United Methodist Church, 7:00 PM.  This is the time for all Leaders and Parents to meet with their District Leadership, check out up-coming events, share your ideas, check out what is new, change what is old and have a good time.  Everyone is invited to join us at Roundtable.  At this time of year, every year, leadership starts changing and we need new leaders.  It is important to focus on our program to make sure we are offering our Scouts the best we can give.  We can only do this with the help of parents who want to ensure that their son gets the most from his Scouting experience. Plan a Thursday evening, come out and join us and “share the love”. 

RECHARTER TIME

Recharter packets for those January units will be available at the December ROUNDTABLE.  The Commissioner’s staff will be on hand to answer your questions on your recharters, complete 2008 Quality Unit Awards (which are due in the Council by 12/31), and give assistance on ordering ribbons and patches for those awards.  Plan now on Leadership changes, setting dates for membership renewal fees and work closely with your Unit Commissioner to have your recharter in on time.  Boy and adult applications will be available.  Remember your Unit Commissioner is there to service your unit and will gladly help in any way they can to make your unit successful. Their commitment is to have every unit be a quality unit!

OA/Tenndaa Teholenze Chapter 
The O-A Winter Banquet will be Jan 3, 2009, at the Columbia Gas Transmission Headquarters, in Charleston. The keynote speaker will be James Terry, Associate Chief Scout Executive.  Registration will start at 10:00 am with lunch beginning at 12:00.  Registration will be $15.00 if registered before December 26, and $ 20.00 after that date. For those who pre-register there will be a patch. Yule Tide in the Park, which is held at Wave Pool Park in Hurricane, are needing people to work the entrance area taking up donations and giving out Information. Troop 36 will be working on the nights of Dec 5th and 6th.  They will have a fire going and roasting marshmallows. If your troop and O-A members would like to participate call the Putnam County Parks and ask for Helen. 562-0518. This will count as Service Hours. The OA will be checking with the Park about helping with their firewood again in the spring for the Civil War at the Valley Park. The next OA meeting will be Dec 4th at 7:00 at First Baptist Church in Hurricane. We would like to see someone from each troop. If you have someone serving as OA representative and they are not coming, please encourage them to do so.. If any one would be interested in taking over as O-A advisor or as an assistant and be willing to help and be at meetings, please contact Steve Caldwell
	



Serving: Monroe, Mercer & McDowell Counties in WV &

Giles, Bland & Tazewell Counties in Virginia 

truck333@suddenlink.net
A National Quality District
District Chair

Robert Alford
276-988-7107

District Commissioner
Solomon Sowers
589-5466

District Executive
Charles Truckenmiller  920-7921

Program Chair

Chris Blankenship  276-964-2215

Finance Chair

John Spracher
487-9000

Membership Chair
Greg Godwin
384-9636

Training Chair

Wayne Hartley
325-3792

Advancement Chair
Bobby Fletcher
276-988-0560

Camping Chair

Charlie Troup
325-9824

Activities Chair

Dan Trent
276-322-3911

Cub Roundtable

Randy Kiser
276-688-3782

Scout Roundtable

Wayne Hartley
325-3792
DECEMBER EVENTS

9th – Christmas Dinner and District Meeting

JANUARY EVENTS

15th – District Meeting

DISTRICT ELECTIONS

As most of you know, we hold elections every year at the February District Meeting. At this meeting we select the Committee Members who will serve our District for the upcoming year. We also will select our District Chairman and make a recommendation for our District Commissioner. It is a very important item because we need quality people in each of these positions to continue our quality programs and to further the Scouting movement. I need your help in this. If you know of someone who is interested in being on our committee and you think he or she would be an asset, please let me know. Also, if you have any good candidates for District Chair or Commissioner, please send me a nomination letter. You can email me at truck333@comcast.net or snail mail me at PO Box 521  Princeton, WV 24740.

POPCORN

The popcorn sale for the district was a little down this year but we were up a lot for the council. Thanks to each of you who worked hard on the sale and special thanks to Gary Shifflett for once again being our District Popcorn Colonel. If anyone has any extra popcorn they need or any late order forms, we are still taking orders until December 8 so get them to me as soon as you can. Once again, thanks for helping making the Buckskin Council 2008 Popcorn Sale a tremendous success.

FAMILY FRIENDS OF SCOUTING

Even though it is still 2008, it is not too early to be working on plans for 2009 and improving on areas that we were unsuccessful in for 2008. One of these areas is our Family Friends of Scouting. Our donations from our leaders and parents dropped almost 70% in 2008. I believe we can do so much better than that so I am starting the process now. A great big “Thank You” goes out to Cathy Christian from Pack 93. Cathy has agreed to be our 2009 Family Friends of Scouting Chairperson. I will be working close with Cathy to set presentation dates and train presenters. I also need your help. First of all I need some people who will assist us by being presenters. We will train you and give you assistance with anything you need. Second, I need each unit to give me a date and time that one of our presenters can come and do the presentation (preferably at Blue and Gold Banquets or Courts of Honor). If each of you can help me in these areas I’m sure that we can have the most successful FOS campaign ever!

ROSTER CHECKS

It is that time of the year to start roster checks. I do this each year to ensure that every boy who is participating in Scouts is registered. If they are not registered they cannot receive any of the awards or badges that they earn. If those of you with email could send me a list of all the boys (or girls) that you have attending your meetings I would greatly appreciate it. 

CHRISTMAS DINNER

Our annual Christmas Dinner is scheduled for December 9th at Ryan’s of Princeton. It will begin at 6:30. We will be collecting toys for “Toys for Tots” again this year and we are planning on doing a Yankee gift swap. For those of you not familiar with the Yankee gift swap, just wrap up an inexpensive gift or item from your house and bring it with you. We will draw numbers and select gifts in order. Those who have the next number can “steal” a gift they like from someone else or select an unopened gift. We will also have lots of door prizes and great fellowship. Mark this date on your calendar and plan to attend.

                            
	



Serving: Kanawha County 

wihunt@bsamail.org 
District Chair

Jim Porter
343-7152
District Commissioner
Roger Williams
344-4486

District Executive
Bill Hunt
340-3663

Program Chair

Chris Winton
344-8667

Finance Chair






Membership Chair
Chris Sears
744-2693

Training Chair

Bonnie Starling
965-7680

Advancement Chair
John Teare
347-1724 Camping Chair





Activities Chair

Alan Duff
343-2766

Cub Roundtable

Kim Mason 
949-6737
Scout Roundtable

Wayne Morris
965-6274
FALL FAMILY FUN DAY

I want to give a great big thanks to all those who helped make Fall Family Fun Day a great success.  Thank you to Juanita Duff, Keith Persinger, and Julia Hunt for helping with registration.  Thank you to Mark Simonton, Scott Duff and Zach Mason for helping head up stations and especially to Mark for once again getting boy scouts together to help with the cubs on the ranges, round robins, and with JOA.  A great big thanks to my range officers, Katie Bird, Cheryl Hively, Kelly Dahlin and Eddie Sullivan.  A big thanks to Chris and Melissa Sears (my fellow Bob Whites) for teaching mapping skills and how to take care of birds in the winter.  And last but not least to Ron Myers and his Jamboree on the Air people for allowing the cubs to be apart of something very special.  To Bridgette Pauley for helping keep the cubs busy while waiting for JOA.  I don't know what I would have done with out all of your help.   Kim Mason

The cubs had a wonderful time and learned new things along the way.  We had a great camp fire with a flag retirement ceremony.  Thanks to Steve Burkhouse, Kermit Tolbert, and Don Simonton for helping us with all the skits, songs, jokes and vesper service.  

If I have left anyone out, please forgive me.  It was not done intentionally.  If I did leave someone out please let me know so that I can give them the proper recognition.  I truly could not have asked for a better bunch to help make the fun day possible.   I appreciate each and every one and look forward to working with you again.
December 2008
5 
Popcorn Money Due
16
District Roundtable 7:00 PM @ St. Marks United Methodist Church

18
District Commissioner Meeting 6:00 PM @ Scout Service Center

18
District Committee Meeting 7:00 PM @ Scout Service Center

18
District Eagle Board 8:00  @ Scout Service Center
January 2009
10
QPO Meeting (Scout Office)

10
Chartered Organization Representative Training (Scot Office 1:00 p.m.)

11
Council Ski Outing

20
District Roundtable 7:00 PM @ St. Marks United Methodist Church

24
District Recognition Dinner

29
District Commissioner Meeting 6:00 PM @ Scout Service Center

29
District Committee Meeting 7:00 PM @ Scout Service Center

29
District Eagle Board 8:00 @ Scout Service Center

30 – Feb 1
Boy Scout Winter Camporee

NEWS FROM YOUR DISTRICT POPCORN KERNEL

What a GREAT job everyone did on selling popcorn!  Mountain Rifle District was up 24% over 2007 popcorn totals for a total of $86,806.  As your new Popcorn Kernel I am so proud of you!  Here are a couple of highlights:

Top sales:

Pack 144

$7,557

Highest % increase over 2007
Crew 230

896%

As of the time this article was written, we did not have the individual figures in for top sales, so those will be announced in next months Courier…be sure to watch for your name.  If you sold over $500 be sure to look for your special invitation to the District Pizza Party. 

By now I am sure you have delivered popcorn to your customers, I hope you thanked them again for their purchase.  Don’t forget to turn in your money by the 5th of this month.  We have 8 packs/troops/crews qualified at this point to earn an extra 2% for their unit.  So, turning your money in on time is especially important, as this is the last qualifier for these 8 units.  Call me at 343-1427 or email me at wvicu.corporate@wvicu.org if you need more information.

Thanks for all of your hard work,

Julia Hunt, Popcorn Kernel

NEWS FROM YOUR DISTRICT EXECUTIVE

Cub Scout Family Fun Day 

Coonskin was the setting for our Cub Scout Family Fun Day and Jamboree on the Air in October.  Kim Mason and Ron Myer did a fabulous job organizing and conducting this event.  The weather was near perfect, and approximately 150 kids plus parents turned out for this fun event.  Many thanks again to Kim and Ron for a job well done.

PINEWOOD DERBY RACE

Everyone should be getting ready and fired up for the upcoming Pinewood Derby Races.  Our district race is scheduled for March 21st, 2009, and the Council race is scheduled for March 28th, 2009.  Remember that scouts eligible to race at the council level are: (a) 1st place winners at the pack level and (b) 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners at the district level.

Check with your leaders to find out more information.

MEMBERSHIP
October welcomed one new cub scout pack in our district.  Pack 0007 was chartered by Mr. Rodney Loftis of Loftis Excavation in Sissonville.  Our new pack meets at Bonham Elementary School under the leadership of Barbara Kincaid.  We wish Barbara great success with Pack 0007.

UNIT VISITS
Due to recruiting efforts in September and October, I have managed to visit with packs, although not all.  I will be trying to get around to all units before too long, so if you have a special event you would like for me to attend, please let me know.  I am very interested in what you are doing in your pack, troop and crews.

TRAVEL
I will be in Texas for District Executive training for 2 weeks in December starting December 7 and returning on December 19.

Thanks again everyone for making October such a GREAT month.

Bill Hunt, District Executive
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UPCOMING EVENTS

12/8/08 American Labor – New River Family Health Center: this is the second, and last, portion of the AL merit badge.  You must have attended the first class to participate in this class.  If you did not complete sections 1, 7, and 9 please have this done and bring your worksheet to the meeting.

 

12/11/08 Roundtable- Introduction to Cub Scouting/How We Have Fun, St Mary’s Methodist, Beckley, 7:00 – this replaces New Leader Essentials as step three in leader training for Cub Scouts.  BSA recommends all leaders take updated.  On line training for Fast Start (step 1) and Youth Protection (step 2) is available at www.buckskin.org or www.scouting.org. 

January 19, 2008 at 6:30 pm - Public Speaking merit badge at the Robinson Annex in Whipple, on the same lot as the New River Whipple clinic.  Scouts should have the speeches written in 1, 2, and 4 (remember, everyone will be scouts) and ready for presentation; also be prepared to discuss 5. Bring a blue card signed by your Scoutmaster.  Purchase of the merit badge pamphlet is recommended.  Contact Kimberly Bennett at bullseye1187@aol.com for more information or to pre-register.
LEASER SPECIFIC TRAINING
We will be offering the final step in the Cub Scout leader training process, Leader Position Specific Training, in late January.  For anyone who has not taken this training yet, look for a time and place to be released soon.  

SENECA FALL FUN DAY 
Thanks to everyone who came out to the Fall Cub Fun Day at Little Beaver St Park.  We had ninety Cubs and tag-a-longs participate!  Special recognition goes out to all of the leaders who volunteered their time and effort to help make it a successful event.  Thanks to everyone!

POPCORN SALE
Congratulations to everyone who participated in the Fall popcorn sale.  Our district had a 21% increase (over $7000) in sales compared to last year!  The entire council had a 26% increase compared to last year.  Thanks to all of the boys and parents that made this a great sale.     

	



Serving: Logan, Boone & Mingo Counties in WV 
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DECEMBER
5    Popcorn Money Due

6    OA Lodge Meeting

18  Key 3/District Meeting

JANUARY

Upcoming events

QPO

Eagle Scout and Adult Recognition Dinner

December 5
Money due at Council office for all popcorn Sales.

December 6

OA Lodge meeting at Council Office.  All members please come out and support your Lodge.

December 18
Is the monthly District Meeting to be held at Thornhill GM Superstore at 7:00pm in Chapmanville, WV.  All interested leaders and parents are welcome to attend so that you are informed of activity dates, training, and other District information.

TRUNK OR TREAT
I would like to thank Karen Evans, Mary Phipps, and Diana Adkins for the work they did on organizing the first Chief Cornstalk Trunk or Treat.  It was a huge success with over 350 parents, scouts.  I would also like to thank all of the volunteers and units who participated in this event.

Trophies Awarded for Decorated trunks

1st  Pack 1 

2nd Pack 392

3rd Troop28

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR
On behalf of Chief Cornstalk District, I would like to wish you and your family a Merry Christmas.  May you holiday season be full of joy, but let us all remember the reason we celebrate the season, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   
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SCOUTING FOR FOOD

First of All I would like to thank all of the units, parents, and kids that made our Scouting for Food Drive a Success! Scouting for Food is one of the ways that we teach our Scouts to, “ Do a good turn”.  So I thank all of you that participated and if you have not done so already please send me a total of the number of cans collected, and hours spent on making this drive a great success in providing food for the needy. 

POPCORN
I would like to thank all of the units that sold popcorn this year. Selling popcorn helps provide a better program with better materials at a reduced cost to our Scouts. Popcorn also 
Buckskin Council 

2829 Kanawha Blvd. E. 

Charleston, WV 25311

helps to provide the facilities and resources available from the council such as camps, newsletters, and staff. 

RECRUITMENT
We have had a spectacular Fall Recruitment Effort and I  would like to thank all of the leaders that have helped in getting new boys involved in our  program. Please continue 
new encourage new boys to sign up. I will be contacting some of you about distributing flyers to grade schools to let boys who missed the chance to sign up have another opportunity. Please send all paperwork in, or call me and I can pick it up whenever I am in your area. It is important that we get all of the new Scouts in the computer database so that they can earn awards and are registered as members. 

Fall Camporee and Cub Fun Day

I would like to thank all of those that participated in the Cub Fun Day and the Fall Camporee. Thanks so much to all of the volunteers that made this event a great success. I look forward to seeing all of the Troops at the Winter Camporee. 

Cub Scout Father/Son Bake Off

The Wilderness District  Cub Scout Father/Son Bake Off will be held on Saturday December 13th at the Greenbrier Resort. All winners at the pack level are encouraged to attend with their creations. The Bake Off is for all winners for the 2008 year. More information will follow in an email to unit leaders,  please call me with any questions (304) 542-5071
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OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
THE MEMORIAL TRIBUTE FUND
A lasting way to remember someone you care about.

The Buckskin Council offers an excellent way to remember a Scout, family member, Scout volunteer, friend or community leader, through the Tribute Fund.  All funds received go to the operating costs in the year they are given.  Anyone may, however, designate the donations for a specific purpose.  

In memory, Anniversary, Happy Birthday, Get Well, 

Other:_____________________________________

Please send Acknowledgement To:

Name:_____________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________

IN HONOR OF:

Name:_____________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________

Mail To: Buckskin Council 


2829 Kanawha Blvd. E. 


Charleston, WV 25311


304-340-3663 Fax 304-925-0533
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